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Getting Started

Getting Started 
Pray!
First things first – PRAY! Why not gather your group together and pray over your 

preparations? It’s important to take time as a team to discuss how you would like to run 

the prayer weekend – some people might be great organisers, others might be brilliant 

to welcome people to the weekend or make announcements in church. Play to each of 

your God-given strengths. 

Talk about new ways to pray and how you might open the event up. Maybe you would like 

to use prayer stations (have a look at www.24-7prayer.com/prayer/howtopraycreatively 

for ways to structure a station), or perhaps you would like to invite people to join you for tea, 

prayer and a biscuit? The National Prayer Weekend is about bringing communities together 

in prayer and introducing people to prayer who might not have thought about it before. 

Resources 
Once you have joined in and registered with the National Prayer Weekend for free, 

you will be able to access free, easily customisable resources which are available for 

you to use as much or as little as you would like. There are sermon outlines to help you 

get your whole church involved, letter templates that you can send asking for prayer 

requests, a prayer request postcard for you to distribute and a promotional flyer to 

help everyone get talking about your weekend of prayer.

We also have a fantastic booklet on the Lord’s prayer called Why Pray? which has 

been specially written by J.John. This is available for you to order and offer to your 

congregation or to the people you are praying for. It’s a great introduction to why and 

how we pray. Visit the Resources tab on our website to find out more and to order.

There are also some fantastic online resources available from our partners:  

24-7 Prayer, Gather, Evangelical Alliance, Neighbourhood Prayer Network and HOPE. 

See the Resources tab on our website for more info. 



Connecting With Your Community

Connecting With  
Your Community
Spread the word 

How will you collect prayer requests?
The National Prayer Weekend is about asking your community what they would like 

prayer for, collecting their requests and then praying for them. You might like to set up 

an email address that people can send their requests to. Or you could get creative - 

maybe your Sunday school could make a ‘prayer chest’ for local school children to put 

their requests in? Can you offer to collect door-to-door requests on a specific day? 

This will be a great way to get to know your neighbours and community better.

Once you know how to collect the requests you can start asking! 

Who do you want to ask?
When deciding who you want to reach out to, consider the different parts of your 

community. There could be a large employer or a school who really anchor your area. 

Could you contact them for prayer requests? Are there any local businesses that are a 

cornerstone of the community? When was the last time you spoke to the newest neighbour 

on your street? Would your local school want to get involved, and how about your MP?

How to make contact
Think about the best ways for you to request prayer in your community. Would your 

neighbourhood respond better to formal letters, face-to-face chat, a postcard through the 

door, email or a more creative approach, such as a bake sale or prayer tent? This is your 

weekend so you can really personalise it to what best suits your locality. You will probably 

find that you want to use a mixture of methods to reach different people, so it may be 

useful to plan a timeline of who you will contact and when.

If you want to write letters in order to learn of people’s prayer requests, there are 

some useful letter templates on our website to get you started (see the Resources tab). 

You could write to your MP, local council, schools and businesses asking about any prayer 

requests they might have. 

If you do decide to write to people for prayer requests, make sure you leave enough time for 

them to reply (this is where a timeline may help). It can take several weeks for a response from 

an MP and you will want to make sure you leave them enough time to be able to respond. 



You can write directly to your MP or contact the constituency office. It is important 

to address your letter to an individual in order to make the request personal, you can 

find the name of your MP at www.parliament.uk/mps-lords-and-offices/mps/ using 

your postcode. 

When writing to your council think about your local councillor. They normally live and 

work in the local community and will have a good idea of issues facing the community.  

A great person to try to meet in person and get on board!

If you are writing to a head teacher at your local school, you will need to consider 

school holidays, especially if you would like to get the students involved too. 

Alternatively, you could just knock on your neighbour’s door, send them a prayer 

request postcard and Why Pray? booklet (see Resources on our website) or have a chat 

over the garden fence – why not invite them along to the weekend to drop their prayer 

request in personally?

Remember, prayer is about saying thank you as much as asking for change, so you can 

also ask if there is something the people around you really want to celebrate!

Gather the requests 
Once you have collected all the prayer requests in from the people you have contacted, 

it is important to keep them together and not lose any in order to work out how they will 

all be prayed for over the National Prayer Weekend.

You might want to sort the requests into similar themes, or have stations for different 

people. Do the requesters want to remain anonymous or can they be prayed for by 

name? Think about how to communicate the requests to the attendees at the weekend. 

Will the prayer requests be printed, on posters, typed up on a PowerPoint presentation, 

or could they just be drawn out of a hat? 

Connecting With Your Community



The Main Event

The Main Event
On the weekend 
You can spend as much or as little of the weekend praying as you feel is suitable for 

your community. You might dedicate your prayers at Sunday service to the community 

or have teams pray for a full 48 hours! 

If praying as a church, you could open up the building (or even erect a gazebo!) during 

the weekend for people to learn about prayer. Or you could stand on your local high 

street, taking prayer requests from shoppers. Why not invite some of the people you 

have contacted for requests to come to the weekend? They don’t have to join in but it 

could be a great opportunity for them to learn more about prayer and Jesus. 

Keeping refreshed 
Prayer can be tiring (especially if for a continuous period of time). You may want to plan 

breaks for teams praying so they can pause and refresh. Maybe volunteers could make 

tea and coffee and serve cake?

Have Fun! 
The National Prayer Weekend is about your community, bringing prayer and God back 

to the centre of it. Why not use the opportunity to show people how fun and beneficial 

prayer can be!

You could have a ‘prayer line’ where you hang prayers on colourful pieces of paper on 

a makeshift washing line. Or you could be more visual still and drop prayer stones into 

water. Your worship team might like to have a go at some musical prayers, and Sunday 

schools always love to doodle and draw in a prayer corner. 

You can be as creative as you like and we are sure you have many more of your own 

fun ideas for sharing prayer. We would love to hear about some of the ideas you have 

(and see pictures of them in action!) so please do share these with us! You can contact us 

via our Contact us tab on our website. Do keep checking the website as we will upload the 

best ideas that we receive for you to get inspired!



After The Weekend

After The Weekend 
After party
The National Prayer Weekend is all about bringing the community into the church family, 

so don’t forget to keep in touch! 

Make sure you follow up with everyone that you collected prayer requests from to 

tell them about the weekend and how you prayed for them. Maybe they will have some 

wonderful stories to share about how your prayer affected their lives as a result of the 

weekend. Why not keep the fire going and continue to pray for them for the next few 

months? You could also think about sending out invitations to a special Christmas service.

Importantly, be sure to celebrate as a prayer team! Thank everyone who got involved 

and pray for each other. Do you have a prayer ministry team at church? Or a prayer 

chain you can be part of? Has this weekend strengthened you? What can you all do to 

keep this going?

Tell us! 
We really want to hear all about your weekend! Did you enjoy planning it? Did you see 

answer to prayer at the weekend? We want to share your stories to encourage even 

more people to pray for their community, so please do contact us (see the Contact Us 

tab on our website for details). You can also follow us on Facebook and Twitter!

What next? 
Keep praying! Take the advice of Paul in Colossians 1:9 and don’t stop praying, 

especially for others.

Be assured that from the first day we heard of you, we haven’t stopped praying for you, 

asking God to give you wise minds and spirits attuned to his will … As you learn more and 

more about how God works, you will learn how to do your work. We pray that you’ll have 

the strength to stick it out over the long haul … It is strength that endures the unendurable 

and spills over into joy, thanking the Father who makes us strong enough to take part in 

everything bright and beautiful that he has for us. (Col. 1:9–12, The Message)

If you lack motivation, reading your Bible can help. After all, God’s Word is a powerful 

tool and answer to prayer. Using devotional notes can also help you understand some of 

the messages in the Bible and guide your prayer. If you need further help you can keep 

updated with our partner organisations, such as Neighbourhood Prayer Network, who 

can send you regular updates and ideas on prayer. 
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